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undistinguished a position in his family as was Bill (of Ramah) in
his, too young to take an important part and too old to be a baby.
From a very early time in his life this boy has seemed to be "grow-
ing up** faster than most children. For example, he is said to have
ceased to nurse of his own accord a little before he was a year old,
preferring goat's milk flavored with coffee in a cup; and, very soon
after he learned to walk, he is said to have always gone outside to
urinate like the men instead of wetting himself as had his brothers.
While it is likely that his precociousness is somewhat exaggerated,
these reports show the impression he made on his family. He learned
to talk early and tried to sing Navaho songs when men came around
to practice with his father. After he went to school he liked to show
the children at home pictures in magazines, making up English
names for things he saw if he didn't know the right one. Every-
thing new that he heard about he wanted to try, especially if it was
something the men or older boys were doing.
In all of these things Light Boy is unique in the family, and they
represent his spontaneous imagination and activity, since no one
has urged him to do them. His family is much amused by him and
shows no tendency to suppress him, though he is expected to con-
form like the other children to good Navaho manners.
Although his mother must have been very busy with bearing and
rearing eight children in twelve years, as well as supervising the
sheep, she had time to notice Light Boy and to remember his doings*
On the other hand, he could not be said to be her favorite. She
made more of a pet of his next older brother, who was sickly as a
baby and has always stayed around the hogan more than the others.
The mother is an attractive woman, a good housekeeper, and defi-
nitely the mistress of the home but not at all domineering. She and
her husband get along well together and take much interest in their
children.
Since the family lives close to the mother's parents, Light Boy
has his grandfather and a half-grown uncle as well as his father to
admire and imitate. The grandfather has a reputation for being lazy,
and the fact that he does not do much work gives him plenty of
time to spend with his grandsons and nephews, whom he teaches
to ride, hunt, and perform other manly occupations. They are all
very fond of him.
As might be expected from what has been said, Light Boy was anx-